Prayers of Intercession:
Lord God, we bring before you our prayers for the world, our nation and
our communities. For our leaders and for those people and places where
hope is diminished and peace can feel elusive.
Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer
We pray for the young and old. For all who feel lonely and isolated. We
pray for those who are going through great changes. Those starting work,
moving home, or moving country, may they find a sense of belonging. We
pray for all who feel lost or disillusioned.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are suffering physically and mentally during this
pandemic. For those who are widowed, for families who have lost a loved
one. For those who struggle to get the support they need. We pray for
those in need known to us…
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Lord God, hear our prayers, those spoken and those in our hearts. May
you show us how to be an answer to our prayers, may you use us as
catalysts of your love, blessing and kindness to others.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer.
(The above prayer is adapted from MHA service 2020)

Hymn: StF 51 / H&P66 Great is thy faithfulness
Blessing God of widows and strangers, you protect the oppressed and
forgotten and feed the hungry with good things. You stand among us in
Christ, offering life to all. Give us open hearts and minds to respond with
love to the world, caring for those for whom you care.
Send us out equipped by your Spirit to live out your blessing and lovingkindness. Amen
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Call to Worship StF 22 Uyai Mose Come all You people
Come all you people! Come and praise your maker!
Even in isolation
We unite with the whole world in praising you, God our maker
We come before you with gladness and thanksgiving.
We praise your goodness;
we praise your faithfulness;
we praise your tenderness.
We are yours and we worship you.
We bless your name for ever. Amen.
A Confessional Prayer by Martin Luther [1483-1536].
Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled.
My Lord, fill it.
I am weak in the faith;
strengthen me.
I am cold in love;
warm me and make me fervent,
that my love may go out to my neighbour.
I do not have a strong and firm faith;
at times I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether.
O Lord, help me.
Strengthen my faith and trust in you.
Our Saviour Jesus Christ redeems us… we are forgiven…Amen
Thanks be to God
Let us say the prayer Jesus taught us: Our Father….
Bible reading: Matthew 22: 41- 46

Hymn StF 228 / H&P 125 Hail to the Lord’s anointed (Sung to Cruger)
Listen here to an alternative setting of the above hymn.
Bible Reading: Ruth 4
“A son has been born to Naomi” Ruth 4: 17
Naomi’s story explores answers to the question: where is God when bad
things happen? Previously Naomi had had to leave her homeland in
Bethlehem Judah as a refugee because of famine, now in her new country
Moab, she faces triple bereavement and another upheaval. Grieving the
tragic loss of her husband and two adult sons, she says she feels “empty”
a good description of loss; she says call me Mara, bitter. With famine now
in Moab, understandably she wants to go back to the familiar, to home,
Bethlehem, the house of bread. There is nothing for her in Moab, she
says…nothing, forgetting actually she does have two daughters in law,
both childless, both widowed, emptied and grieving like her. Naomi
doesn’t count these women; she wants the security and status offered by
a male son and heir, the continuation of the line, her husband’s genes we
might say today. Believing the Almighty has brought calamity to her (Ruth
1: 21), she’s become again a female refugee, an economic migrant, a bitter
widow, yet despite her bitterness the Lord hasn’t finished with her. God’s
power is seen in Joshua, Judges and in Samuel and Kings, the books either
side of Ruth, but in this book the nature of the Lord’s power is different.
In much of the OT God can be seen as a booming voice, intervening in
strength with the violent smiting of enemies, over “every foe victorious”
acting as a King who reigns. Here in Ruth, God’s power is revealed as softer,
as hesed loving-kindness, life-giving rather than life-taking. Both
daughters-in-law offered to return with Naomi to her homeland, but only
Ruth’s persistent faithfulness, her hesed is grudgingly accepted. Naomi is
really bitter. One might ask does such a heart merit God’s hesed, his loving

kindness and faithfulness? Still, she’s a sharp operator, is Naomi, and once
in Judah she contrives that Ruth not only meets Boaz, a blood relative, but
also throws herself at his mercy, under the blanket on the threshing floor.
God’s power, his loving kindness has been at work, passed on in the
gleaning field and now Boaz too shows hesed by arranging the sale of a
field so that when he marries Ruth, all is in legal order and Naomi is secure.
Bitter Naomi had felt emptied, but God’s faithful action, God’s hesed, his
loving kindness continues. The Lord [4.13] gives a son to Ruth and Boaz,
named Obed, who begets Jesse, who begets David as you well know! And
Matthew both in our gospel reading and in chapter 1, is at pains to point
out that Jesus is David’s son and significantly lists as Jesus’ ancestor that
indigent foreigner, once-barren-widow, Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law.
Naomi’s is a story of bitter loss turning to glorious gain. Such is the way
women see things, that Naomi’s friends the women of Bethlehem give
thanks exclaiming: Naomi has a son! (Ruth 4: 17) For Naomi plays a vital
part in Obed’s story and now can have the pleasure of nursing him in her
arms. What she had lost, her children, the possibility of descendants, has
been restored, through a foreigner, through a powerless widow like
herself, through the Lord. Naomi’s lost status as a woman with sons has
been given back to her by the faithfulness and power of the God of loving
kindness, hesed, a forerunner of the messiah and ultimate redeemer, that
greater son of David the Lord’s anointed, Jesus, the One whose name is
Love.
How should we respond to people, like Naomi who see God’s agency in
the bad things that happen to them, as well as the good?
No matter how bad things get, no matter what the loss, have you
recognized God’s loving kindness in your life?

